Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle, WA 98133
Worship for Sunday, 23 March 2025
+ Third Sunday in Lent, Year C

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness Please Stand

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.

Copyrights and permissions:
Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006.
Used by permission under license #SAS013955
The hymn, Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters, is © byUnited Methodist Publishing House
All used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-719131
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Gathering Hymn #445 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.

2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir -it, ho-1ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in  liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray:
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death,
and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your
saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Welcome and Announcements
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First Reading Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for the Lord has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while the Lord may be found,
call upon God while God is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, who will have mercy on them,
and to our God, who will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 63:1-8 Sung Congregational Refrain
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O God, ea-ger-ly Iseek you; my soul thirsts for you.

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land
where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name. Refrain
My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. Refrain

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire
evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand
fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and
were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the
ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful,
and will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing God will
also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation Please Stand

0 & . .
7w ! ! )
—T— # i i 7 —— —1
Ny —= — s —
Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord.
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Save us as you prom -ised; we will trust your word.
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Let your stead-fast love  come to wus, O Lord.

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9

P: The holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus asked them, “Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than
all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they
did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do
you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No,
I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here!
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut
it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for
one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day #759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - 1y,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends lhife’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while [ pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav-1or, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!

love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Prayers and Peace
P: ....God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of peace with other
members of the assembly.

Offering

Offertory Anthem
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Offertory Prayer
P: Gracious Provider,
you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Please stand

C: Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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san - na, ho san na, ho - san - na in the high -
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est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high est.

Eucharistic Liturgy

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion You may be seated
Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding minister. You
will then take an already filled glass of either wine or grape juice from the tray the assisting
minister is holding.
There will be baskets off to the side where you can dispose of your used cups. The communion
bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey. All are welcome to receive from Christ’s table.
You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing.
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Communion Hymn #697 Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Refrain Just a clos -er walk with thee, grant it, Je - sus, is my plea;

11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;

2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter, Lord, who cares?

3 When my fee-ble life is o’er time for me will be no more;
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dai - ly walk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let 1t be.
'l be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. Ref
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord,none but thee. Ref.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - dom shore, to thy shore. Ref.
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Communion Hymn ACS #925 Beautiful Things Sung by Julie Moe

Post-communion Prayer
P: Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: God our tender parent,
God the crucified one,
God the reconciling Spirit,
+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn #332 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un to me and rest
2 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be-hold, I free - ly gve
3 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am  this dark world’s light;

Postlude
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lay down,O wea - ry
liv-ing wa - ter, thirst -y
your morn shall rise,

the

look un - to me,

one,

and

lay down your head
one; stoop down and drink and live.”

all

up - on my breast.”

your day be bright”
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I came to Je - sus as 1 was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus,and [ drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus,and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I  found in him a Ttest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in  him.
and in  that light of life T'll walk tll trav-ling days are done
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.

C: Thanks be to God.
Today’s Worship Leaders:
Pastor Sara Funkhouser Presider/Preacher
Cynthia Dario-Good Musician
Keiko Long Communion Assistant
Lynne Greenup Usher
Donna Smith Lector
Mary & Eric Broadview Center Transport
Vicki Cook Altar Care
Next Week’s Readings

First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm: Psalm 32

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Lenten Soup Suppers:

Wednesdays in Lent: (March 26th, April 2nd, and April gth)
Supper will begin at 6:00 P.M. with Bless This Night Vespers following around 6:45 P.M.

Upcoming Events

23 wmar,sun @ 10:30 - 11:30am In-Person & Live Stream Worship Sarnctuary
® 4-6pm Skandia Society Rehearsal Celebration Hall
25 mMar, TUE ® 6-9m Seattle Photographic Society Celebration Hall
26 MaR, WED ® 6-730pm Lenten Soup Suppers Celebration Hall
27 MAR, THU 11:30am - 12:30pm Pause for Prayer Zoom
® 6-9:30pm Sound Harmony Sanctuary
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